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THE SOUTH RED SEA: 
FROM THE BEACH 
TO THE DEPTHS

Far from the tumults and the disorders of the big cities, 
the sublime Red Sea remains a sanctuary for divers, a total 
escape. Bordering mysterious and welcoming Egypt with 
its history, its traditions, and its legends, its coral reefs 
beckon divers to visit.

At the edge of the desert, a rough and dry land made of 
sand and rock meets the sea. There the nuances of yellow 
and of ochre contrast with the shades of blue offered by 
the Red Sea, and there is, on the underside of the surface 
mirror, a world unknown by most of us.

The coral reefs of the south of the Red Sea have builders 
worthy of the architects of ancient Egypt. Their construc-
tions are second to none, greater than the pyramids, and 
they contain an extraordinary biodiversity. They are a 
priceless gift for divers.

Step by step, from the sand of the desert into the depths 
and passing by the reefs, we can visit these exceptional 
natural sites, which begin even on the beach to bring us 
gradually into an exclusively submarine world.

As we approach the sea’s edge, we already see evidences 
of the life of the sea. Fossils of corals and shells testify of 
a past life, whereas recent tracks indicate the presence 
of life ashore. By following these tracks on the sand, we 
discover small crabs able to disappear in a few seconds or 
shells that suddenly liven up.

Some birds invite us to put our feet into the water, to dive 
into this clear, warm 27°C (80°F) ocean, to discover a 
world full of surprise.

When we pass through the mirror, we discover a multitude 
of shapes and colors, an explosion of life contrasting with 
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the desert that gave the impression of having its life fi xed 
in stone. Amazing reliefs and walls going down to below 
300 meters (985 feet) give meaning to the word vertigo. 

We are in the region of El Quseir and Marsa Alam, which 
is known for the wealth of its coral reefs protected from 
mass tourism. The shore also possesses numbers of man-
grove swamps or herbariums distributed along the coast. 
These green, shallow-water ecosystems shelter numbers 
of interesting species and welcome many more, which 
fi nd there a huge food larder.

The rarest of them is doubtless the lady of the sea, the 
dugong, so called due to the translation of its name in 
Malay. The dugong is a rare, protected, and endangered 
species. Exclusively herbivore, it gulps down approxi-
mately 40 kilos (90 pounds) of plants per day. There, we 
also regularly meet green turtles and stingrays as well 

as such unique fauna as the seaweed pipefi sh and other 
cryptic or mimetic species living in sandy shallows like the 
Red Sea Moses sole.

The fragility of these areas is one of the reasons for the 
rarity of the species that are endemic there. Indeed, 
although authorities as well as hotels implement a max-
imum of protective measures to preserve these spaces, 
unavoidable poor behaviour as well as pollution linked to 
the impact of tourism in general are having an adverse 
effect on these ecosystems.

What will happen in a few years? It is essential that all be-
come aware of the beauty and fragility of these environ-
ments and respect them.
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